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The Shosoin Repository

The Shosoin Repository is located within the grounds of the
temple Todaiji in the city of Nara, and was built in the Nara
period, eighth century AD. The term Shosoin refers to this
particular repository today, but historically referred to the area
where a group of storehouses was established. During the Nara
and Heian periods, government offices and major Buddhism
temples generally had their own storehouse - shoso for storing
important materials. Over periods, the majority of them had
disappeared, and only the one at the Todaiji has survived to
date.

Around the middle of the eighth century, the Emperor Shomu
who had governed the country at that time was deceased. On
the twenty-first days of sixth month of Tenpy6 Shoho 8 (756),
after 49 days since his demise, his wife, the Empress Komyo
offered the Great Buddha of Todaiji over six hundreds of those
objects that he had been fond of during his lifetime along with
sixty kinds of medicines. The empress repeated her offerings
to the Buddha for five times. These offerings resulted in being
kept in the Shoso of the temple, and had been preserved there
over 1200 years. In addition to them, the repository had
housed Buddhism implements used for important ceremonies
at the temple such as the Consecration Ceremony of the
Great Buddha in Tenpyo Shoho 4 (752). In Tenryaku 4 (950),
other valuable objects that had been kept in a storehouse of
Kensakuin, a sub-temple of the Todaiji, were also relocated
to the Shoso. All of these artifacts described above constitute
what is presently known as the Shosoin Treasures.

The Shosoin Repository had been maintained by the Todaiji
temple under supervision of the Imperial court over a thousand
years. However, at the beginning of the Meiji period, the
jurisdiction over the repository and treasures was transferred
to the government, considering their significance as a heritage.
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Since 1884, the Imperial Household Ministry (currently
Imperial Household Agency) has been responsible for their
care and long-term preservation.

About the Shosoin Treasures

The majority of the Shosoin Treasures are considered to
date from the eighth century, and have such unique historic
attribution and provenance (see History of the Shosoin and
About the Shosoin Repository for details). These artifacts,
ranging from the works of arts and crafts to the important
documents, manuscripts and sutras, were produced
domestically or imported from the continent across the sea.

The number of the treasures preserved until today exceeds
9000 items. The treasures encompass a range of artifacts
that reveal the social and cultural life of the Nara period:
manuscript, stationery, decorative arts, musical instruments,
game kit, Buddhist implements, ritual implements, arms and
armour, garment and accessories, artisan tools, incense and
medicine, etc. Various types of materials and techniques are
used there, and one can see examples of metalwork, woodwork,
lacquer-work, embellishment with tortoiseshell and horns,
ceramic, glass and textile, presenting the entire scope of artisan
works. The complicated techniques applied, such as heidatsu
(metal-sheet inlay used in lacquer-work), mokuga (marquetry),
raden (mother-of-peal inlay), bachiru (engraved design on a
colored ivory), sancai (three-color glaze) and shipp6 (cloisonné
enamel) witness the accomplished skills of craftsmen at that
time. To list a few of the well-known pieces:

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sh%C5%8Ds%C5%8Din
http://shosoin.kunaicho.go.jp/en-US/Home/About/History
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